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In this presentation, I briefly introduced following three recent papers on harvesting edible wild
plants/mushrooms in mountainous communities of Northeastern Japan. In paper (1), we investigated
spatio-temporal characteristics of harvesting edible wild plants/mushrooms and estimated their economic
value using questionnaire survey and harvesters’ daily records. In paper (2), we estimated potential
harvesting sites of three popular edible wild ferns (.e., ostrich fern, bracken, and royal fern) using
multi-criteria evaluation (MCE) based on analytic hierarchy process (AHP) and GIS. In paper (3), we
recorded harvesting activities of several harvesters with small GPS devices and analyzed their spatial
distribution using generalized linear model (GLM) and GIS. While (2) can be conducted without intensive
field survey, estimation accuracies of (3) became higher. Aforementioned methods are useful for analyzing
harvesting various non-timber forest products (NTFPs) by locals.
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